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Developmental Signs of Autism in the 
First Two Years of Life
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MOTOR SENSORY-PERCEPTUAL SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LANGUAGE/ MENTAL
COMMUNICATION REPRESENTATION
Passive Unusually sensitive to sensory stimuli | Unresponsive or fleeting responses May not use expectant May not imitate facial
+ Flaccid muscle tone looks, gestures, or expressions
« Limp Auditory May not show reciprocal social smile vocalizations to indicate

« Rarely cries

OR

Irritable

+ Inconsolable

+ Only soothed when
in constant motion

+ Rigid when held

+ Arches away from
close physical
contact

« Prefers stroller, car
seat, back carrierto
being held and
rocked or walked

May have given up or
lost an acquired skil

May not roll over in spiral
turning motion

+ Appears deaf to voice but starties
at environmental sounds

Tactile:
+ Refuses food with rough texture
+ Adverse reaction to many fabrics

Visual

+ Sensitive to light

+ May be fascinated by light, stare
at the sun, or be irritated by light

« Preoccupied with observing own
hand and finger movements

Difficulty integrating cross-modal
stimulation

« Struggles to receive two sources
of sensory stimulation at once

+ Tumns away from mutual gaze
when held

+ Arches back away from caregiver
when held while sucking

« Looks away when listening to
caregiver’s voice

or expectant looks

Seems to avoid eye-contact,
especially when held or in close
proximity

May not gesture in anticipation of
caregiver's attention

Likes fo be held tightly/swaddled OR
prefers not to be held

Fussy, irritable OR content left alone

May not follow caregiver's comings
and goings visually

May not play peek-a-boo or patty-cake
or wave bye-bye

Unusual stranger anxiety, either
inconsolable protest or seeming
indifference to separations and
reunions with primary caregiver(s)

May not repeat a behavior that elicited
smiles, approval or pleasure in parent

desire for repetition or
continuation of any activity
or interaction

May not vocalize to get
caregiver's attention

May not vocalize to indicate
pleasure, displeasure or
distress

May not turn toward sound
of avoice

May not appear to listen to
the speaker (turn, look,
direct gaze, register
hearing with change in
facial expression)

May not coo or vocalize in
response to being spoken
to

May not look for objects or
people removed from sight

Shows greater interest in
objects than in people

Doesn't point ot object
desired or look toward
object and then to caregiver





