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Polling Questions

+ Questions will be asked What s your role?
throughout the webinar s your o7

O Administrator
O parent/Family Member
O Related Service Professional

+ When the poll opens on your

® Teacher

screen respond by clicking on or O other
filling in your answer What state are you from?
What state are you from?
O colorado
@® Kansas
O Nebraska
O other
O No vote

Presenter Information

« Deb Rauner, M.Ed, Currently an Autism
Consultant and Verbal Behavior Trainer.
Formerly a Special Education Teacher &

Behavior Specialist
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Learner Objectives

> Participants will review the operant skills used in a
verbal behavior program.

»Participants will learn how to teach new skills in the

natural environment by utilizing the Errorless Teaching
Procedure.

>Partici1£l3ants will learn specific strategies to generalize
skills through use of Natural Environment Training

activities.

Presentation Summary

This webinar will focus on teaching and
generalizing verbal behavior skills in the
natural environment. Easy to use strategies to
help students connect their verbal behavior
skills to activities in the natural environment
will be shared. Generalization of skills in the
natural environment leads to more
independence and successful participation in

a variety of activities.
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Ready, Set, Go!

* Let’s get started on learning how to use
Natural Environment Training (NET)
strategies as an extension to a verbal
behavior program.

« All forms discussed will be available to you

electronically.

Verbal Behavior Review

- Verbal behavior is any behavior that
communicates our needs/wants to someone else.

This includes using vocal speech, using pictures,
sign language or an augmentative device.

- Verbal behavior is also a program of instruction for
involved learners that is based on and growing
from continuing research using BF Skinner’s work.
Interventions are based on the principles of
Applied Behavior Analysis.

1/14/19



1/14/19

1]
Verbal Behavior Review

- Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) is one of the
most evidence based conceptual frameworks for
autism intervention

- ABAis driven by operant analysis (how
antecedents and consequences function to alter
the frequency of responding)

L s

Why Use Verbal Behavior Instruction?

- Uses “Effective Teaching Methods” that makes
learning more fun for the child as well as
enabling the child to learn more efficiently

- Effective teaching reduces or naturally eliminates
many problem behaviors in most students in both

general education and special education PN
environments

- Teaches the skills necessary to be successful in
the general education classroom/real life settings




Components of Language
(Verbal Behavior Operants)

» Tacts: Label pictures/objects or actions (verbal or sign
language)

» Imitation: Copying another’s movements

» Receptive Discrimination: Choosing a picture/object
from an array

* Receptive Listener Responding: Following directions

for actions or touching body parts/clothing etc.

Components of Language
(Verbal Behavior Operants)

« FFC: Questions that deal with the function, feature or class
of an item

- Intraverbals: Fill in the blank, answering questions or
conversation without visual cues

+ Vocal Imitation: Repeats sounds, words & phrases

- Match to Sample/Visual Performance: Matching pictures,
objects, sorting, sequencing, puzzles, etc.

/\
- Manding: Requesting items, actions or information
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Polling Question #1:

Which statement is most correct:

A. Verbal behavior instruction is only done by
speech therapists.

B. Verbal behavior instruction requires a student
to be vocal.

C. Verbal behavior is a program based on the
principles of Applied Behavior Analysis.
D. Verbal behavior is not made up of building  ({

blocks of language called operants. 0

Answer:

C.

Verbal Behavior Instruction was developed by BF
Skinner using his principles of Applied Behavior
Analysis.

. s
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Verbal Behavior Instruction in the Natural
Environment

» Teaching the specific target skill in the
natural environment using The Errorless
Teaching Procedure.

> Generalizing the task in the Natural
Environment.

|

Two Types of Skill Items in Errorless
Teaching

+ “Known Items” means previously mastered items.
Known items can be found on assessments.

- “Target Items” are those items that are targeted for
mastery. Use Errorless Teaching with Target Skills.

+ 80% of all trials in Intensive Teaching (IT) should
usually be easy or known skills.

-
+ 20% of all trials are usually target skills and/or

correction of errors.
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Errorless Teaching Sequence

PROMPT TRANSFER DISTRACT CHECK

1. Prompt Trial: We ask the question and then quickly
prompt the correct response.

1. Transfer Trial: Ask the same question again, this time
without a prompt. The purpose of the transfer trial is to
fade the prompt.

1. Distract Trial: Ask one or two known items. These are
used to place easy responses in the sequence.

assess (“check”) whether the student remains able to
demonstrate the skill after some easy, known skills.

1. Check Trial: Ask the original question. This serves to @

Video Example

» Errorless Teaching in the Natural Environment.

The target skill is following a Receptive Direction
to “Put In” cups in the dishwasher. Look for the
“Prompt, Transfer, Distract and Check” Trials.
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Polling Question #2

True or False:

You can use Errorless Teaching both in Intensive
Teaching Sessions and in the Natural
Environment.

. s
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Answer:

True.

You can use the technique of Errorless Teaching
both when working with a student during
Intensive Teaching Sessions as well as when
teaching a new target skill in the Natural

Environment.

Introduction to Natural Environment
Training

1/14/19
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Introduction to Natural Environment
Training

How Do I Generalize Verbal
Behavior Skills for My Students?

Teaching children with Autism should never
happen within a vacuum.

The skills learned should be intentionally
applied across settings and individuals, to
help the child interact meaningfully with

their environment. @

1/14/19
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Generalizing Verbal Behavior Skills

There are many ways to generalize,
including across time, across settings,
across staff and across stimuli.

Strategies for Generalizing Known
Skills in the Natural Environment

» NET Plans

» Small Groups

» Books/Magazines

> Job Boxes (Structured Teaching)
» Working Walks

|

1/14/19
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Natural Environment (NET)

Instructional Plans

» NET Lesson Plan for Variety of Learners
» NET Plan for Secondary Students
» Verbal Module Example

» Small Group Lesson Plan Template

7~
» NET Data Sheet

NET Lesson Plan Examples

ET Lesson Plan

1/14/19
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NET Lesson Plan Template

Item Imitation Receptive RFFC Echoic Mand Tact Intraverbal

NET L Plan E 1 (o
P |
Item Imitation Receptive RFFC Echoic Mand Tact Intraverbal
Uno Cards -Deal cards -Find thered | - Find the -Say UNO -Want cards -What -Who won?
-Take card one, #4 yellow one -Say Skip -Want turn number, color | - Fill in on
-Put card -Who's turn -Find the -Say My turn | -Individual -What's card saying “UNO”
down -Give cards biggest # motivation say
Recycle cans | -Take out -Get the cans | -Find the big | -Say can, - Want bottle, | - Identify can, | -Whatis
and bottles items from - Put in sink bottles bottle can bottle, something you
container - Rinse can - Find the - Say crush it | - Individual crusher, tub, drink pop from?
ones with lids motivation pop tabs - Where do we
put these when
finished?
Make jello - Stir -open box -touch the red | -Say help me [ - Open -Identify - What happens
- Dump -pour in one - Say stir it refrigerator bowl, spoon, to the jello in
-Fill measure | -touch 1 cup -find -Say it'’s done | -Turn on jello, measure | the refrigerator?
cup on measure something hot microwave cup, -What happens
microwave to the water in
the microwave?
-Where do we
get the water
from?
Use vending | -Putcoins in | -Put money in | - Find the diet | -Say quarter | -Candy, pop, | -ldentify “How much is a
machine -Push button | -Find 2 pop - Say the money candy, pop, quarter?
-Take can out | quarters - Find the light’s on; no - Help quarters, - Which one has
-Open pop tab | -Find Diet sweet one pop dimes, pop caffeine?
Coke - Find the - Say I like tab, change - What sound
- Touch Diet chocolate one | snacks! does pop make
Coke button hen you open
it?

1/14/19
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Verbal Modules

« Verbal modules help you understand
language acquisition by showing you
how one vocabulary word can be used in
numerous verbal operants.

|

Verbal Module Example

“DOG” VERBAL MODULE

[ ccedent \ " Operant
| ¥ tive

1/14/19
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GROUP NET DATA

Small Group Data Sheet

Student:

Student:

Student: Student:

Student:

Listener
Responding

Tmitation

Mands

Tacts

Social Interaction

Responding

Name:

NET Data Collection Sheet

Skill:
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Books and Magazines

» Books and Magazines provide a
visual field in which to have students
practice “Known Skills”

» Can use them with groups of

students by adapting the questions to
Early, Intermediate and Advanced

Learners.

Example of Generalizing Verbal Behavior
Skills Using a Story

- Look at the different examples of questions that were
used for Early, Intermediate and Advanced Learners for

a specific story.

- Questions are based on the verbal behavior operants.

« When first using this strategy, you may want to list the

questions on notecards to help guide you in your
instruction. After awhile, you will become adept at

knowing which types of questions are appropriate for
your individual students.

1/14/19
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Example of Story Questions

Interactive Story Ideas

Clap Your Hands

Advanced Learner

“Do you know who has a baby: ask __*
“Find the or

“Job Box™ Activities

» Once a student has mastered a skill item, adults
can have the student practice the skill through
independent activities, sometimes known as “job
box activities” or “structured teach activities”.

> Job box activities allow the student to generalize a
known skill to new materials and settings.

> Job box activities encourage student

independence. l

1/14/19
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Working Walks

» Providing opportunities for students to
practice “Known Skills” in natural
environments and during everyday
activities.

» Staff can use items that are already in the
environment (bulletin boards, signs, etc.).

» Staff can place their own materials on
walls, lockers, doors, etc.

Working Walk Examples

Matching Activities “Match” Receptive “Touch or Point to ...."

“Colors on any item

~Pictures of map, water fountain
-Frogs, mittens, snowflakes
~Schedule pics (bathroom,
playground)

~Vacuum, broom

~Letters

Tacts (Labeling) “What's that?”
“Light switch, door, window

-Fire alarm

~Shapes, colors, sizes

-Animals (items on bulletin brds)
~Coat hook/backpack/coat/boots
-Actions of others

-Maps/States

-Water fountain

-Bathroom signs (boys/girls)
-Apple sticker on mailbox

-Name cards and room numbers
-Books, chairs, tables, door knobs
-Pictures of feelings by nurse’s door

Motor Imitation “Do this”

“Any color, shape, size item
-Any item on bulletin board
-Ocean/items on maps
~Letters/names/numbers
-Door knob, door, window
~Clock, light switch, fire alarm
-Bathroom pictures

~Ceiling, floor

“Where we live

-Body parts on items on boards

RFFC: “Show me the one thaf
ZIs any color, shape, size

-Is an animal

~You write with

-We drink water from

-You wear in the winter

-Waves

~Shows feelings

-Is cold

-Is where you go potty, wash hands
-Has a whistle

“Bunny ears
-Shake head yes/no
-Knock on door

~Hop on one foot, jump
~Clap hands

-Getting a drink
-Opening door handle
-Stick out arm

-Raise one foot

~Touch wall

-Walk backwards
~Self-hug

-Dance like a monkey
~Spin around

Walk tip toe

Echoics “Say.

“Name on tags ~Thank you
-Excuse me -Hi

-It's lunchtime -Any item
-Time to go home  -How are you
-Any shape, color, size

-Good morning

-1 need a drink

Intraverbals (Fill ins or

“The tree s
-We n the hallway

-We hang our on the hook
-We have feet

-After lunch we
-What do you do on the bathroom
door?

-We down the hallway
-You build a snowman with
~Where is your classroom?
“Where do we drink from?

“Who is your teacher?

We close the
~“I've been working on the
-We are walking on

-After lunch we

“Ilive in

1/14/19
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Working Walk Planning Template

Working Walk for

MMMMMM

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

eeeeeeeee

Function, Feature, Class

Examples of Working Walk Items Placed
in Hallways of School

1/14/19

21



Examples of Working Walk Items Placed
in Hallways of School

Polling Question #3:

Which of the following is NOT a Generalization
Activity discussed for Verbal Behavior Programs:

A. Working Walks
B. Touch Math

C. Books

D. Job Boxes

. s
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Answer:

B:
Touch Math is NOT one of the Generalization

Activities discussed to help students use their
acquired verbal behavior skills.

L s

FPutting It All Together

Good Programming For Your Students Should
Have Components Of:

> Intensive Teaching of Language Skills and
Academics with Verbal Behavior Instruction

> Intensive Teaching of Functional Living Skills
including Social Skills

» Generalization of Skills through Natural

Environment Training

23
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Example of Student Plan

> Incorporates Verbal Behavior Skills that focus on
Language from the Assessment of Basic Language and
Learning Skills- Revised (ABLLS-R)

» Incorporates Academic Skills

» Incorporates Functional Living Skills from the
Assessment of Functional Living Skills (AFLS)

> Incorporates Job Boxes as well as some Natural @
Environment Training (NET) activities for Q
Generalization

Example of Individual Student Plan: Page One
(Highlights are Priorities)

Stude

AFLS Skills taught in NET AFLS Skills taught in VB Format at Table

1/14/19
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Example of Individual Student Plan: Page Two

NET for All Skills

+ Using books and magazines
+ Working walks (knowns)

Language Program Reading/Writing Math Program

Template of Student Plan

* Includes locations to list :

- Verbal Behavior Language/AFLS skills taught at “the
table”

- AFLS skills taught in the Natural Environment
« Social Skills Instruction
« Academic Instruction

« Job Boxes and Natural Environment Activities for
Generalization

« Boxes for Schedules, Comunication and Other Items

. s
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Individual Student Plan Template: Page One

Student:

S Skills taught in VB Format at Table

Individual Student Plan Template: Page Two

........
JJJJJJJ

Resources to Aid in Programming

1/14/19
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Conclusion

¢ We know that many of our students with language
and learning disorders, like autism, do not
automatically generalize previously learned skills to
a variety of environments, with new materials or
with new staff.

®Therefore, the need to purposefully plan for
generalization activities within the student’s day is
imperative.

L s

Generalization activities are fun to plan
and fun for the students! Have a good
time programming this important piece
for your students.

1/14/19
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Electronic Forms Available

« NET Lesson Plan Template

« Small Group NET Lesson Plan Template
* Verbal Module Template

« NET Data Collection Template

- Working Walk Planning Template

« Working Walk Student Plan Template

« Individual Student Plan Template

L s
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THANK YOU!

Deb Rauner
djraunerl@gmail.com
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